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Welcome

Hello and welcome to the new quarterly newsletter of Firebrake Wales, the Welsh Fire Safety Charity.  

Our organisation has undergone a number of exciting changes during the past year.  We’ve strengthened our focus on promoting targeted community fire safety initiatives, supporting the development of effective partnerships between the Fire & Rescue Services and organisations in the Welsh public, voluntary and private sectors and encouraging evidence-based practice through the use of research.  

This newsletter highlights some of our current and emerging activities as well as ways you can join with us in promoting safer communities across Wales.  I hope you will find the information interesting and useful and we welcome any ideas or other feedback to help us make the next issue even better. Thank you for your ongoing support for our charity.
Best wishes,
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Kim Smith

Chief Executive Officer.
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Firebrake Activities

· New direction – new brand identity & logo!



Firebrake Wales has recently undergone significant change - with new members (both at Trustee Board and staff level), new processes, new policies and new systems. We have also strengthened our focus on the promotion of ‘partnership working’, as a means to achieving a safer Wales. We felt that this was the perfect time to reflect these changes and our new direction by better positioning the Firebrake ‘brand’!
One element in this re-positioning has been to adopt a new logo for the charity. We carried out research to understand why our old logo had not been seen as ‘relevant’ and we also tested some new logo designs too. We went with the one that was most preferred and seen to be the most appropriate, given the nature of our organisation and the scope of our work.  

We’ve had some great feedback about our new logo already and we are really pleased with it. Our recent developments have involved more than just a new logo though - the charity has re-aligned all aspects of its ‘brand identity’, to better position ourselves to achieve our mission and objectives.     

Firebrake will be holding an official launch of our new brand during the Autumn. More details to follow soon!

· Smoke Free Living – Project Launch

The Smoke Free Living Project is a partnership between Firebrake Wales and ASH Wales (Action on Smoking and Health) with the support of the Welsh Fire Services and Welsh Assembly. The project aims to reduce the risks of smoking to health, the environment, children and fire in the home by reducing the level of smoking in the home. 
The Project was successfully launched at Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service's Community Safety Headquarters at Morriston on 29th May. Around 30 guests attended including representatives from the NPHS, health and social care charities, Welsh Fire Services and Welsh Assembly Government. Speakers included Kim Smith (Firebrake Wales), Tanya Buchanan (ASH Wales), Dr Brian Gibbons (Minister for Social Justice and Local Government) and Mid and Deputy Chief Fire Officer Phil Coleman (Mid and West Wales Fire & Rescue Service).
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The first phase of the project is currently up and running in the Mid & West Wales Fire Service region. The intention is to roll out the project to the two remaining Fire Service regions by the end of 2009.
Click here for more information on the project 
Click here to see photos from the launch
· Care & Repair Partnership

A partnership agreement has recently been set up between Firebrake Wales and Care & Repair Cymru to enable our two organisations to work together towards common goals. The over-arching goal is to improve the safety and welfare of vulnerable older people in Wales. Central to delivering upon this is the extension and development of service delivery partnerships between Care & Repair Agencies and the Welsh Fire & Rescue Services.
Vera Brinkworth, Head of External Relations at Care & Repair Cymru commented, “Care & Repair Cymru is delighted to be working in partnership with Firebrake Wales to help encourage and promote fire safety to older people across Wales.

As a movement, Care & Repair welcomes and encourages partnership working with organisations which share a similar vision and aims to Care & Repair. Our partnership can only assist our joint aim of making the homes of older people across Wales safer by helping to reduce the fire risk.”

Click here to find out more about the partnership
· Bonfire Night Safety 

Firebrake Wales has produced a pack of materials to promote Bonfire Night safety to children of Infant and Primary school age. The pack includes resources for fun activities aimed at encouraging group discussion and participation around Bonfire Night and how to stay safe.

The materials will be available for schools and other organisations that work with children to download from our website from July onwards. We hope that schools will find the materials and suggestions useful. Firebrake would also be delighted to receive any photographs, via email, of displays, artwork or group activities to put on our website.
Click here for more information
· William Hague visits Firebrake
We received a visit from Shadow Foreign Secretary William Hague on 27th May. Mr Hague was joined by Conservative Party members Evan Price, Matthew Williams and William Graham, Assembly Member for South Wales East.
They took time to speak with our CEO, Kim Smith, who gave an insight into the aims and objectives of the charity before heading off to other locations in and around Cardiff.
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Pictured (l-r) Richard Hall, William Graham, Matthew Williams, William Hague, Kim Smith, Evan Price.
Research
· Background

Thankfully, the number of people in Wales suffering injury and death in home fires has decreased over time.

This trend has largely been driven by the greater emphasis of the Fire & Rescue Services in providing advice to communities on how they can reduce their fire risks and through installing thousands of smoke alarms in homes across Wales. However, there is still more that can be done to prevent further injuries and deaths - and evidence from research can help to support the direction, targeting and content of further fire safety initiatives.  

Firebrake’s research capacity has recently been extended, following the appointment of Richard Hall to the post of ‘Policy and Research Co-ordinator’. Richard joined the team in February this year, bringing considerable research knowledge and experience to the organisation. Before joining us, his most recent role was as Research Manager, for the UK’s largest privately owned student accommodation provider.  
Richard will lead our strategy for collecting and analysing existing evidence from research and carrying out further studies to inform the development of ever more effective fire prevention activities.  We will focus on finding out more about those who are most at risk and the best ways of working with those who are hardest to reach with conventional fire safety awareness activities.  This will enhance the Welsh Fire and Rescue Services’ existing methods for targeting their work and provide a Wales-specific and Wales-wide approach to making communities safer from fire.

Click here to find out more
· Care & Repair Report

As mentioned elsewhere in this Newsletter, Firebrake have entered into a partnership with Care & Repair Cymru. The aim of the partnership is to improve the safety and welfare of vulnerable older people in Wales, through the development of more and better service delivery partnerships between Care & Repair Agencies and the Fire and Rescue Services.

As part of this partnership, Firebrake conducted a survey of all 22 Care & Repair Agencies in Wales. The resulting report contains details of all the Agencies, their current involvement in fire safety initiatives with the FRS and the opportunities and barriers for expanding and extending services to deliver initiatives to reduce the risk of fires for people over 60.

This report can be downloaded via the following link: 

Survey of Care & Repair Agencies in Wales: Understanding Partnerships and Partnering Potential. (Firebrake, May 2009)
The report has implications for the development of other partnership arrangements with organisations that work for and with people who are at risk of home fire and hard-to-reach through ‘conventional’ fire safety promotion activities. As Vera Brinkworth, Head of External Affairs for Care & Repair Cymru commented, “the report has highlighted many examples of good practice which can be emulated by others.  It is hoped the lessons learnt within the report will help develop similar partnerships and services”.

Recent Relevant Research

· “Fire Statistics Monitor (covering period up to 30th June 2008)”. CLG, May ’09 – UK wide statistics from FRS reports

· “Fire Statistics Monitor Wales (Q2 2008)”. WAG, May ’09 – Wales wide statistics from Welsh FRS reports 

· “Final Evaluation of the Home Fire Risk Check Grant and Fire Prevention Grant Programmes”. CLG, March 2009 – English evaluation with important implications for HFSC’s in Wales
· Statistical Bulletin – Grassland Fires 2007. WAG, June ‘09
In the News

A couple were saved from their burning house after what police believe was an arson attack on their home

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/wales/8110887.stm 

Four people were treated for smoke inhalation and 16 others were evacuated from their flats after a fire broke out.  

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/wales/8111802.stm 

Two youths have been arrested and released on bail following a suspicious fire at the former Woolworths store in Milford Haven, Pembrokeshire.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/wales/8100006.stm 

A housing association is investigating claims that smoke alarms failed to work at a building where 20 people were evacuated following a fire.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/wales/8111802.stm 

Woman dies at scene of house fire 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/wales/south_west/8123652.stm 

Warning after extension lead fire
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/wales/north_east/8131340.stm 
News from Our Partners

New Links with British Lung Foundation

Firebrake have recently made links with the British Lung Foundation Wales.  Subsequently, we have enabled and encouraged a working relationship between them and the Welsh Fire Services who have supported the charity by giving talks about the importance of fire safety awareness at local Breathe Easy network groups. The groups provide help, support and information to those living with lung disease, their friends, family and carers across Wales.
Kate Cubbage of British Lung Foundation Wales comments: “The Fire Service has been a great help to several of the British Lung Foundation's Breathe Easy support groups across South Wales. By giving presentations on home safety and offering free home safety checks the Fire Service has encouraged Breathe Easy members to be more proactive and confident in keeping themselves safe, especially in the case of oxygen users.”
Tony Lewis, Education Advisor for South Wales Fire Service also commented, “the talks have been very successful. We are encouraging home fire safety visits because they [group members] all fall into vulnerable persons category. The groups are a vital link with an organisation that represents a significant target audience”.
Firebrake’s Misson is:
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Our small staff team comprises:
Kim Smith, Chief Executive 




kim@firebrake.org 
Responsible to Board of Trustees for leading delivery of activities and services within the strategy and day to day operational management.  Represents charity externally at strategic level and serves as Company Secretary.
Richard Hall, Policy & Research Co-ordinator 

      richard@firebrake.org 
Leads involvement in the collection, analysis and dissemination of data and research information and ensuring Firebrake’s activities and services integrate with wider public policies linked to community safety.
Kate Slowinski, Projects & Partnerships Co-ordinator              kate@firebrake.org 
Leads the development and delivery of fire safety initiatives and co-ordination of a range of multi-agency partnerships with a concern for community safety.
Kathryn Eveleigh, Central Services Co-ordinator                       info@firebrake.org 
Responsible for day to day management of premises, administration and financial functions and supports delivery of projects, partnership activities, research and policy initiatives.
If you would like to get in touch about any of the issues raised in this newsletter or would just like to have a chat about working with our organisation please give us a call on 01633 654000 or email us.
Our newsletter reaches many public, private and voluntary sector colleagues across Wales. If you would like to make a contribution to a forthcoming newsletter please get in touch!

For up to date news, research and project updates, visit our website 
Disclaimer:  Information contained in this newsletter does not necessarily represent the views of Firebrake Wales, the Fire and Rescue Services of Wales or our other partners or supporters.

To reduce the incidence of deaths and injuries in fires by raising awareness of risks, providing safety information, promoting fire safety research and encouraging collaboration between the public, private and voluntary sectors to make Wales a safer place.
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