[image: image1.png]



Firebrake Wales

Newsletter

July 2010
Hello and welcome to our latest newsletter!
Firstly, a big thank you to those that came along to our May events (see section on ‘Fire Safety - Making the Connection’). Attendee feedback suggests that these were really well received and we’ve certainly made many new contacts who we are looking forward to working with in the coming months and years. 

Our approach to collaborative working is very much an holistic one and we’re delighted that many organisations we haven’t worked with yet are beginning to find out what we’re all about and vice versa! 

The recent European Fire Risk Conference has been a particular highlight, as we were able to convey our organisational aims and research findings to the wider arena of the UK and Europe, whilst returning with exciting new contacts, knowledge and good practice examples.

I hope you find the updates on our recent activities and research of interest. If you have any comments, suggestions or would just like an informal chat about working with us, we’d love to hear from you.
Helen Prior, CEO
Newsletter Overview – click to view
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Firebrake Activities 

· [image: image2.emf]New Chief Executive

The Firebrake Wales Trustee Board and staff team are very 
pleased to welcome Helen Prior into her new role as CEO 
of the charity. Helen joined us in January from Advocacy Action 
Wales and will continue to develop and drive forward the 
mission and aims of the charity. 
· Firebrake Events - Promoting Home Fire Safety in our Communities: a shared responsibility?
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Firebrake held a series of events during May looking at some of the practical issues and solutions around collaborative working for the benefit of those most at risk of fire in our communities. 
We heard from regional fire service representatives, partners and colleagues who gave an insight into their role and current activities. Also present were Firebrake’s academic and research colleagues who spoke about various pieces of research around vulnerable groups.
The events were incredibly successful and we would like to thank all those who participated.

Presentations can be downloaded here.



· [image: image4.wmf]New resources for you and your clients
Evidence tells us that whether by behaviour or circumstances 
some groups of people are at greater risk of a fire in the 
home. Many of these individuals are often known to and engage 
with other organisations on a regular basis. With this in mind we 
have produced a suite of tools and materials that will hopefully 
allow support workers and those that engage with vulnerable groups to be more aware of fire risk, how to support clients in becoming safer and who can offer additional support.
Partnership Information Pack

A generic information pack outlining our mission, aims and what we can do to support your organisation in partnership (formally or informally) for the benefit of your clients.

Partner Leaflet

This leaflet is specifically designed for workers and support staff that engage with and/or visit the homes of vulnerable clients who have been identified, through research, as being more vulnerable to a fire in their home. 

The leaflet aims to provide guidance on how to spot potential risks and what you might be able to do to support your client in using or adopting safer behaviour.
Client Checklist

An accompanying ‘checklist’ with reminders for clients in adopting and keeping safer behaviours around their home.
Written in consultation with a number of partners we hope the materials will be of use and of benefit to organisations engaging with and supporting those groups most at risk of fire in the home.
Please contact us if you would like copies of any of the above. They are also available to download from our website.
· Fire Risk in Europe Conference 2010

[image: image5.wmf]The 2010 Fire Risk in Europe Conference was held on 21st and 22nd June in Newcastle. The event was hosted by Northumberland Fire & Rescue Service in partnership with the ANSFR (Accidental, Natural and Social Fire Risk Assessment and Management) project partners from Denmark, Italy and Finland.   
Firebrake Wales was pleased to be one of 12 organisations chosen to publicize their work, in poster form, at the conference. The poster presented an overview of the organisation which is unique both in Wales and the UK generally, as well some of the findings from their recent research into fire risk amongst vulnerable groups, many of whom are over-represented in fire casualty statistics. 

Download our poster presentation
· Firebrake signs up to Wales Accord on the Sharing of Personal Information (WASPI)
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The purpose of the Wales Accord on the Sharing of Personal 
Information (WASPI) is to provide a framework for those 

service-providing organisations directly concerned with the well 
being of an individual to share information between them in a lawful 
and intelligent way.

Signing to up WASPI drives forward our commitment to the secure collection, use and handling of data. Firebrake are already registered as a data controller with The Information Commissioners Office (ICO) and we are currently developing our internal policies to reflect best practice.
Click here to visit WASPI site
Click here to visit ICO site
Firebrake are ‘Out and About’!
We have been incredibly busy since the May events with a number of organisations contacting us for more information. Some of the organisations and groups we have spoken to over the last couple of months include:
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We hope to continue working with these organisations and many more new ones over the coming months both to highlight the potential risk factors among the people they work with and to support them in encouraging clients to adopt safer behaviours. If you would like to arrange a meeting please contact us
Research
· Research with CDATs and LMAs

The important role of human behaviour in fires is well documented and a study in the UK of 535 fatal Fire Investigation Reports concluded that “alongside the immediate causes of a fire (e.g. carelessly discarded cigarettes) alcohol, mobility and mental illness are the biggest single influences on whether a fire starts and/or whether it has fatal consequences”.

Knowing this, Firebrake wanted to explore the potential for working with nationwide organisations who work with/for people experiencing mental health, drug and/or alcohol issues. Specifically, we targeted the Welsh Local Mind Associations (LMAs) and the Community Drug & Alcohol Teams (CDATS) and commissioned Beaufort Research to undertake the research, initially amongst the staff of these organisations, with a view to undertaking subsequent research amongst service users.

The first stage of this work was recently completed and interest and participation in the research was strong in both organisations - the findings will help us to engage more effectively with them both, to improve the fire safety of their respective clients. It was particularly interesting to learn about the factors that staff in these organisations felt placed their clients at a higher risk of fire. Importantly we also learned the preferred methods for both of these organisations to support the fire safety needs of their clients/service users. And we are very encouraged with the level of interest shown by both organisations in working with Firebrake to take this forward. 

The next stage of this research will shortly be undertaken amongst clients/service users and will build upon these learnings to help us to better understand the nature of the ongoing, existing relationships between these organisations and their clients. This in turn will inform the introduction and development of appropriate fire safety messages, support and signposting. 

· Firebrake Wales Fire Safety Report, 2009

Firebrake Wales recently launched the Firebrake Wales Fire Safety Report, 2009. This report brings together up-to-date research and information relevant to community fire safety, specifically that which relates to accidental fires in the home. As well as providing a statistical background to establish the ‘context’, the report goes on to describe a segment of the Welsh population based purely on their attitudes towards fire risk in the home. This attitudinal segmentation and the resultant profiles are based on Firebrake’s unique survey into Fire Safety Attitudes in Wales. 

Perhaps most importantly, the report devotes an entire chapter to partnerships, highlighting the benefits of partnership working and how best it might be approached to maximise chances of success.  

Firebrake Wales and its partners are in an excellent position to take forward the findings in the Report, particularly in developing improved methods of identifying individuals and groups at greatest risk and increasing their willingness to adopt fire safety practices. 

We hope that this report will be of interest to our current and potential partner organisations and to all those with an interest in making communities in Wales safer from fire.  

News from Partners
· Brief Intervention for Smoking Cessation

The free one day course is aimed at anyone who comes 
into contact with smokers and who would like to be able to 
raise the subject of quitting smoking in positive and motivating ways. The course enables participants to discuss the benefits of quitting and to signpost smokers to specialist support when they are ready to quit. 
 

The course is accredited through the Royal College of Nursing and Agored Cymru, providing a recognised professional development opportunity and the option of gaining an NOCN credit at Level 1 or 2.
The course is running across Wales in the coming months. Click here for more information.
· Care & Repair Annual Conference 2010
Ahead of the Curve – Delivering Quality in Challenging Times

Wednesday 22nd and Thursday 23rd September, Venue Cymru – Llandudno
The Conference will provide an opportunity to debate the current issues facing older people and housing and the challenges and opportunities faced by service providers to deliver quality services through challenging times.

The Conference will be of interest to Private Sector Housing, Social Care and Health professionals, Carers, Service Providers, Voluntary Sector organisations, Older People and their representatives, exhibitors and sponsors

Click here for more information

In Conversation with….
Vera Brinkworth, Head of External Affairs 
for Care & Repair Cymru
What was your first job?
I came to Wales from the Lake District to work for Wales Gas as a Home Service Adviser.  A great job as it was so varied, from advising customers on the efficient use of energy and fitting disabled adaptors to gas appliances to giving talks and cookery demonstrations and even cooking on the radio! 

What do you enjoy most about your job?
I’ve been lucky as all my jobs have entailed giving help and support to people and I’m very much a people person.  I hope my current job with Care & Repair makes a real difference to the lives of older people in Wales. 

What would you like your Epitaph to say?
She lived, she loved, she laughed.
What can’t you live without?

The Archer’s omnibus – my husband tapes it for me to listen to while I’m ironing.  I’d never get through the ironing without it. 

Who would play you in a film about your life?
Nichol Kidman, she’s in Australia and I’ve just been to Australia!  She also likes Chanel No 5 just like me!   
If you would like to get in touch about any of the issues raised in this newsletter or would just like to have a chat about working with our organisation please give us a call on 01633 654000 or contact us online.

Our newsletter reaches many public, private and voluntary sector colleagues across Wales. If you would like to make a contribution to a forthcoming newsletter or our ‘news from partners’ page on our website please get in touch!

Firebrake’s Misson is:


Our small staff team comprises:

Helen Prior, Chief Executive Officer


        helen@firebrake.org 



 
Responsible to Board of Trustees for leading delivery of activities and services within the strategy and day to day operational management.  Represents charity externally at strategic level and serves as Company Secretary.
Richard Hall, Policy & Research Co-ordinator 

      richard@firebrake.org 
Leads involvement in the collection, analysis and dissemination of data and research information and ensuring Firebrake’s activities and services integrate with wider public policies linked to community safety.
Kate Slowinski, Projects & Partnerships Co-ordinator              kate@firebrake.org 
Leads the development and delivery of fire safety initiatives and co-ordination of a range of multi-agency partnerships with a concern for community safety.
Kathryn Eveleigh, Central Services Co-ordinator                       info@firebrake.org 
Responsible for day to day management of premises, administration and financial functions and supports delivery of projects, partnership activities, research and policy initiatives.

For up to date news, research and project updates, visit our website 
If you would prefer not to receive our quarterly newsletter, please click here
Thanks for reading!

“To reduce the incidence of deaths and injuries in fires by raising awareness of risks, providing safety information, promoting fire safety research and encouraging collaboration between the public, private and voluntary sectors to make Wales a safer place.”
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